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"Fascinating.... Lays a foundation for understanding human history."—Bill Gates In this "artful,
informative, and delightful" (William H. McNeill, New York Review of Books) book, Jared Diamond
convincingly argues that geographical and environmental factors shaped the modern world. Societies
that had had a head start in food production advanced beyond the hunter-gatherer stage, and then
developed religion --as well as nasty germs and potent weapons of war --and adventured on sea and land
to conquer and decimate preliterate cultures. A major advance in our understanding of human societies,
Guns, Germs, and Steel chronicles the way that the modern world came to be and stunningly dismantles
racially based theories of human history. Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, the Phi Beta Kappa Award in
Science, the Rhone-Poulenc Prize, and the Commonwealth club of California's Gold Medal.

James Loewen has revised Teaching What Really Happened, the bestselling, go-to resource for social
studies and history teachers wishing to break away from standard textbook retelling of the past. In
addition to updating the scholarship and anecdotes throughout, the second edition features a timely new
chapter entitled "Truth" that addresses how traditional and social media can distort current events and
historical record. Helping students understand what really happened in the past will empower them to
use history as a tool to argue for better policies in the present. Our society needs engaged citizens now
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more than ever, and this book offers teachers concrete ideas for getting students excited about history
while also teaching them to read critically. It will specifically help teachers and students tackle
important content areas, including Eurocentrism, the American Indian experience, and slavery. Book
Features: an up-to-date assessment of the potential and pitfalls of U.S. and world history education;
information to help teachers expect, and get good performance from students of all racial, ethnic, and
socioeconomic backgrounds; strateiges for incorporating project-oriented self-learning, having students
conduct online historical reserch, and teaching historiography; ideas from teachers across the country.

The Formal Semantics of Programming Languages provides the basic mathematical techniques
necessary for those who are beginning a study of the semantics and logics of programming languages.
These techniques will allow students to invent, formalize, and justify rules with which to reason about a
variety of programming languages. Although the treatment is elementary, several of the topics covered
are drawn from recent research, including the vital area of concurency. The book contains many
exercises ranging from simple to miniprojects.Starting with basic set theory, structural operational
semantics is introduced as a way to define the meaning of programming languages along with associated
proof techniques. Denotational and axiomatic semantics are illustrated on a simple language of while-
programs, and fall proofs are given of the equivalence of the operational and denotational semantics and
soundness and relative completeness of the axiomatic semantics. A proof of Godel's incompleteness
theorem, which emphasizes the impossibility of achieving a fully complete axiomatic semantics, is
included. It is supported by an appendix providing an introduction to the theory of computability based
on while-programs. Following a presentation of domain theory, the semantics and methods of proof for
several functional languages are treated. The simplest language is that of recursion equations with both
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call-by-value and call-by-name evaluation. This work is extended to lan guages with higher and
recursive types, including a treatment of the eager and lazy lambda-calculi. Throughout, the relationship
between denotational and operational semantics is stressed, and the proofs of the correspondence
between the operation and denotational semantics are provided. The treatment of recursive types - one of
the more advanced parts of the book - relies on the use of information systems to represent domains. The
book concludes with a chapter on parallel programming languages, accompanied by a discussion of
methods for specifying and verifying nondeterministic and parallel programs.

This User’s Guide is intended to support the design, implementation, analysis, interpretation, and
quality evaluation of registries created to increase understanding of patient outcomes. For the purposes
of this guide, a patient registry is an organized system that uses observational study methods to collect
uniform data (clinical and other) to evaluate specified outcomes for a population defined by a particular
disease, condition, or exposure, and that serves one or more predetermined scientific, clinical, or policy
purposes. A registry database is a file (or files) derived from the registry. Although registries can serve
many purposes, this guide focuses on registries created for one or more of the following purposes: to
describe the natural history of disease, to determine clinical effectiveness or cost-effectiveness of health
care products and services, to measure or monitor safety and harm, and/or to measure quality of care.
Registries are classified according to how their populations are defined. For example, product registries
include patients who have been exposed to biopharmaceutical products or medical devices. Health
services registries consist of patients who have had a common procedure, clinical encounter, or
hospitalization. Disease or condition registries are defined by patients having the same diagnosis, such
as cystic fibrosis or heart failure. The User’s Guide was created by researchers affiliated with AHRQ’s
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Effective Health Care Program, particularly those who participated in AHRQ’s DEcIDE (Developing
Evidence to Inform Decisions About Effectiveness) program. Chapters were subject to multiple internal
and external independent reviews.

Miombo woodlands and their use: overview and key issues. The ecology of miombo woodlands.
Population biology of miombo tree. Miombo woodlands in the wider context: macro-economic and inter-
sectoral influences. Rural households and miombo woodlands: use, value and management. Trade in
woodland products from the miombo region. Managing miombo woodland. Institutional arrangements
governing the use and the management of miombo woodlands. Miombo woodlands and rural
livelihoods: options and opportunities.

Savannah habitats comprise an ecologically important, but ultimately fragile, ecosystem. They constitute
one of the largest biomes on Earth, covering almost 20% of the land surface, and can be simply
described as tropical and subtropical grasslands with scattered bushes and trees. Most savannahs occur
in Africa, although smaller areas can be found in South America, India, and Australia. They form a rich
mosaic of diverse ecosystems, and this book offers a concise but comprehensive introduction to their
ecology, biodiversity, and conservation. The Biology of African Savannahs describes the major plants
(grasses, and trees such as Acacia) and animals (mainly large mammals) that live in this habitat, and
examines the biological and ecological factors that influence their population size, interactions (such as
predation), and community composition. Conservation issues such as climate change, hunting, and
conflict between wildlife and domestic animals are also discussed. This new edition has been updated
throughout with the latest research in the field, and contains new technique boxes which introduce
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readers to some of the analytical methods used to study African savannahs. This accessible text is
suitable for both senior undergraduate and graduate students taking courses in savannah and tropical
ecology as part of a wider ecology and/or conservation biology degree programme. It will also be of
relevance and use to the many professional ecologists and conservation practitioners requiring a concise
but authoritative overview of the topic.

In a vast and all-embracing study of Africa, from the origins of mankind to the AIDS epidemic, John
Iliffe refocuses its history on the peopling of an environmentally hostile continent. Africans have been
pioneers struggling against disease and nature, and their social, economic and political institutions have
been designed to ensure their survival. In the context of medical progress and other twentieth-century
innovations, however, the same institutions have bred the most rapid population growth the world has
ever seen. Africans: The History of a Continent is thus a single story binding living Africans to their
earliest human ancestors.

This third edition of Paul Murrell’s classic book on using R for graphics represents a major update, with
a complete overhaul in focus and scope. It focuses primarily on the two core graphics packages in R -
graphics and grid - and has a new section on integrating graphics. This section includes three new
chapters: importing external images in to R; integrating the graphics and grid systems; and advanced
SVG graphics. The emphasis in this third edition is on having the ability to produce detailed and
customised graphics in a wide variety of formats, on being able to share and reuse those graphics, and on
being able to integrate graphics from multiple systems. This book is aimed at all levels of R users. For
people who are new to R, this book provides an overview of the graphics facilities, which is useful for
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understanding what to expect from R's graphics functions and how to modify or add to the output they
produce. For intermediate-level R users, this book provides all of the information necessary to perform
sophisticated customizations of plots produced in R. For advanced R users, this book contains vital
information for producing coherent, reusable, and extensible graphics functions.

Long-awaited second edition of classic textbook, brought completely up to date, for courses on tropical
soils, and reference for scientists and professionals.

This classic, bestselling study of the !Kung San, foragers of the Dobe area of the Kalahari Desert
describes a people's reactions to the forces of modernization, detailing relatively recent changes to
!Kung rituals, beliefs, social structure, marriage and kinship system. It documents their determination to
take hold of their own destiny, despite exploitation of their habitat and relentless development to assert
their political rights and revitalize their communities. Use of the name Ju/'hoansi (meaning real people)
acknowledges their new sense of empowerment. Since the publication of the Third Edition in 2003,
Richard Lee has made eight further trips to the Kalahari, the most recent in 2010 and 2011. The Dobe
and Nyae Nyae Areas have continued to transform and the people have had to respond and adapt to the
pressures of capitalist economics and bureaucratic governance of the Namibian and Botswana states.
This Fourth Edition chronicles and bears witness to these evolving social conditions and their impacts on
lives of the Ju/'hoansi. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the
product text may not be available in the ebook version.
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